INTRODUCTION
In subsocial insects one or both parents provide postovipositional parental care (Michener 1969) . Parental care is the most primitive form of sociality in insects and has evolved independently in diverse orders (references in Wilson 1971 , Eickwort 1981 , Hinton 1981, Tallamy and Wood 1986 ). In Coleoptera, it has been observed in only 11 families (Hinton 1981) . All four species of Chrysomelidae that have been reported to exhibit subsocial behavior belong to the subfamily Cassidinae (Windsor 1987 Psyche [Vol. 96 tera, Psocoptera, Embioptera, Hemiptera, Homoptera, Thysanoptera, Coleoptera, and Hymenoptera. I have recently noticed that one interesting study has not been included in these reviews. Pages (1967) reported that females of Dipljapyx humberti (Diplura) oviposit at the tip of a stalk, clean eggs, and guard larvae. Also, females of the tropical nymphalid butterfly, Hypolimnas anomala, guard eggs until they hatch and remain with the larvae for one or more days (Nafus and Schreiner 1988) . With Diplura and Lepidoptera included, we now have records or subsociality from 11 orders of insects.
SUMMARY
Subsociality is recorded for the first time from a beetle belonging to the subfamily Chrysomelinae, Labidomera suturella. Females guarded one to four larvae on the upper surfaces of leaves of Witheringia heteroclita (Solanaceae) in La Selva, Costa Rica. Typical defensive behavior of guarding females was to hold the larvae tighter with the legs. When the guarding females were removed experimentally, all larvae were either captured by worker ants of Paraponera clavata, dropped to the ground, or disappeared for unknown reasons within a day.
